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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
Date 
Embargo 
State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 
Kuala Lumpur 
A big increase in the value of trade between the South East Asian 
countries and Australia was today forecast by the South Australian 
Premier, Mr Dunstan. 
Malaysia was bound to benefit from this and from increased tourism, 
he said. 
Mr Dunstan was speaking on arrival in Kuala Lumpur for an official 
visit to Malaysia. 
"The South Australian Government is keenly aware of the growing 
importance of Malaysia in the region and as a trading partner and 
communications centre". 
It was for this reason that the State Government had selected 
Kuala Lumpur as the venue for a seminar of its trade agents 
representing South Australia in the countries of the region. 
Mr Dunstan will be chairman of the two-day meeting and will also 
have a series of official and development discussions with 
Malaysian leaders. 
The Premier will also visit Penang for talks on strengthening the 
sister city relationship with the South Australian capital of 
Adelaide. 
"Our aim is to see that South Australia - the third largest 
industrial complex in Australia and an important producer of 
primary products - gets its share of the increasing two-way trade". 
Mr Dunstan noted that Malaysian timber imports, principally 
Meranti, were of considerable significance to South Australia. 
"We are currently experiencing a housing boom which has highlighted 
our need for Malaysian timber. 
"There was an enormous surge in Malaysian imports to South 
Australia in the year of June 30 last. 
"They went up from SM.6.7M. in the previous year to SM.11.1M. 
this year". 
At the same time South Australian exports to Malaysia rose from 
SM.4.8M. to SM.5.7 M. 
"Part of the reason for my visit here is to try to ensure that 
this very healthy trend continues", Mr Dunstan said. 
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Mr Dunstan also forecast .that Malaysia would become increasingly 
popular with Australian tourists. 
"The country's natural beauty, its cultural heritage and the 
charm and courteousness of its people assure this". 
The Premier said he also believed the two countries, could profitably explore the possibility of joint tourism promotion overseas. 
"Australian tourism is being very rapidly expanded and I believe 
there could well be advantages to both countries in promoting 
a joint holiday package to European and American holidaymakers", 
he said. 
(Biography and photograph of Mr Dunstan attached). . 
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